
 

 
October 15, 2019 
 
 
 
Charlene Johnson 
Chief Executive Officer 
Newfoundland & Labrador Oil & Gas Industries Association 
Box 44, Suite 606 Atlantic Place 
215 Water Street 
St John’s, NL  A1C 6C9 
 
Dear Ms. Johnson, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to your letter of September 26, 2019. 

Our party fully appreciates the importance of the oil and gas industry to the province of 

Newfoundland and Labrador and the contribution of your members to the provincial economy.  

I know that many Newfoundlanders and Labradorians rely on the industry for employment and 

the entire province and indeed the country benefits from the economic activity and revenues 

generated. 

The NDP has wholeheartedly endorsed and recognized the principle that Newfoundland and 

Labrador should be the principal beneficiary of its offshore resources. Be assured that an NDP 

government would work with the provincial Government, industry, employees and their 

representatives, and other interested parties to seek ways to ensure the joint management of 

offshore resources and the underlying principles of the Atlantic Accord are upheld and 

strengthened.   

We believe it important that there be ongoing monitoring of the benefits of the Atlantic Accord 

in order to ensure the declared intent is met. Further, we commit to working in consultation 

with your members and any other stakeholders to address any barriers that might be identified 

in obtaining fair and full opportunity to participate in the oil and gas sector. 

Regarding regulations and investment, you will know from your previous experiences as 

Environment and Conservation Minister that there is always a need to balance industry’s needs 

with the concerns for labour standards and safety, environmental protection and the interests of 

other stakeholders sharing a common resource or space, and this balance would be preserved. 

In the area of international standards, we would want to ensure that foreign regulatory 

requirements would apply standards and practices that are as high or higher than the Canadian 

requirements, without imposing unnecessary regulation, and would seek to harmonize these 

regulations where possible. 
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Regarding further exploration or development of offshore resources, while recognizing the 

importance of the industry we would continue to strive to build a consensus through 

consultation with all concerned stakeholders including fish harvesters.  Consensus building is 

the foundation for a sustainable economy that recognizes all interests, and which develops a 

plan which is environmentally responsible and broadly supported. 

Your further concerns about investment in general, and the need to support the local supply 

chain are noted.  The offshore oil industry in Newfoundland and Labrador is unique and 

important in the Canadian context, and I would be pleased to further explore with your 

organization and members their perspectives and recommendations in these areas.  One size 

does not fit all in a country or an industry of this size and diversity, and I am happy to commit 

my Party and its representatives to consult with you and your members and other stakeholders 

in developing programmes and policies that would best meet the needs and concerns of all those 

who share the offshore waters. 

Thank you again for taking the time to raise NOIA’s concerns with me. 

Sincerely,  

 
Jagmeet Singh 
Leader of the New Democratic Party of Canada 
 


